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materialism with the belief that the Great Master is him-
self a divine exemplar of virtue and that to be like him, to
imitate him in ethical conduct and devotion to man, in
sympathy and in self-sacrifice, is the only way to reach
lasting happiness; the endowment of the All-soul with
ethical qualities, after the denial that it has any qualities
at all, first by identifying Righteousness with God and
then by making ethical conduct a part of the knowledge
through which man may become divine; the final effort
to free oneself from all sin by casting oneself before God
and trusting to His grace to accept the suppliant and
forgive what sins still burden him; the ever growing insist-
ence upon gentleness and compassion as marks of the
truly virtuous; the belief that religion itself is based upon
ethics; the realization that men are all brothers, no matter
what their social rank, and that it is better to be a virtuous
slave than an immoral master; the perpetual endeavour to
find a synthesis of religion and morality, ending in the
conviction that morality and sympathetic kindness are
essential elements of religion itself—this record of a
people's spiritual and ethical development, in its great-
ness and in its weakness, in its back-sliding and in its
irresistible advance, is one of extraordinary and poignant
interest.
And when we of the West visit India hoping to instil
into the Hindus the "higher spirituality" of which we
vaunt ourselves the proud possessors, it will be well to
remembei* that, as a goal to living, strict morality and high
spirituality will not seem to the Hindus a sudden revela-
tion from abroad, but that they have had that goal before
thengi for many centuries.
What India needs is to realize herself, to broaden
out her spiritual heritage until it meets the further require-

